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Example: Strategies to Improve 
Comprehension 

 PROVIDE CONTEXTUAL CUES 
   
► State the topic to be discussed. 
► Supply a prepared outline. 
► Use Visual support, such as writing important information on the blackboard or 

using charts, pictures, or diagrams, etc.  
► Present questions that review major points to focus student attention on these 

points. 
 
 

PROVIDE REDUNDANCY 
 
► As instructions are given verbally, write them on the board at the same time. 
► Paraphrase information in the lesson, giving each main point several times with 

different wording each time. 
 
Wallace, Jones, Levit, Summit School Training, 2009 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

dkdk Story Form Vocabulary: 

(for Upper School) 

means 

Characters Setting Conflict 
Falling action 

People or animals 

that act out a story 

The time and 

place that the 

story occurs 

The struggle 

the main 

character has 

with himself, 

with another, 

or a thing.  

(2 opposing 

forces) 

Series of events 

that builds to the 

climax and 

changes the 

conflict over time 

The turning 

point where 

the reader 

can predict 

the outcome 

 

Inciting force 
Rising action Climax 

The action or 

event that 

triggers the 

conflict 

The series of 

events after 

the climax 

that closes 

the story 

Retelling to Build Comprehension 

 

Steps to follow for each story: 

 

1.  Read the entire story and make a sequence frame to show the 

important events.  

2.  Take notes on the retelling grid. 

3.  Do a cold retelling with a teacher and record your score 

4.  Use the rubric to improve your retelling. 

5.  When you are ready, do a hot retelling and record your score. 
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Retelling Grid 

Take notes to guide your retelling.  

Introduction with title and 
setting 

 

Give character names and 
explain how they are related 

to each other  

 

Identify antagonists and 
protagonists  

 

Tell main events in correct 
sequence Make a sequence frame and attach it to this grid 

Include important 
supporting details Use detail bubbles on your sequence frame 

Discuss main conflict or 
problem in the story and 

identify the type of conflict 

 

Explain how the main 
conflict was resolved 

 

Connect this story to another 
story or your life 

 

Include your personal 
response to the story 

(How did it make you feel? 
Did you have a reaction to 
it?) 

 

Hoof Prints with Comprehension Strategies 
 
Background: This week we reviewed 4 useful strategies that help us understand 

what we read better.  
 
Directions: As you read for Hoof Prints over the weekend, check off the 

strategies you use that help you comprehend (understand) what you’re 
reading. You must practice at least two of the strategies. Use the attached 
post-it notes to mark the page on which you used the strategy.   

 
         Checklist:  

  I used these strategies to help me understand the text: 

•  Prior knowledge 
•  Visualize 
•  Ask questions 
•  Re-read 

 
Which comprehension strategy did you use the most? *complete sentence 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
Which comprehension strategy did you find most helpful? *complete sentence 
_____________________________________________________ 

Name: ____________________________    Date: ____________________ 

Anticipation Guide  for My Name I Brian 

 

Agree  Disagree 

 It’s sometimes okay to tease someone even though you 

are making them feel bad. 

It’s okay not to like someone because they are weird or 

unpopular  

It’s sometimes okay to lie 

 

Sometimes parents don’t understand how hard you are 

trying or the problems you are dealing with. 

 

It is fun to make fun of people 

Someone stops being your friend when you can’t trust 

them. 

When doing the “right” thing will get you in trouble with 

your best friends,  you should just try to pass on doing the 

right thing. 
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Strategy Example: Comprehension 

Wallace, Jones, Levit,  
Summit School Training, 

2009 

Executive Function & Oral Language 

Essential components of conversation: 

 Understand the message 

 Observe, analyze, respond to the  partner’s body language 

 Consider the partner’s perspective 

 Consider the partner’s social status (peer, adult, family) 

 Consider the location/context of the conversation 

 Organize an appropriate response 

 Determine partner’s prior knowledge 
Lavoie, p. 47 

Executive Function & Oral Language 

Possible communication issues when EF 
is weak 

 Interrupting 
 Difficulty following conversation/discussion 
 Holding the conversation hostage 
 Difficulty with the “art of schmooz” –small talk 
 Difficulty engaging in the fast banter of adolescence 
 

 
 
 

Lavoie, pp. 47-51 
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Executive Function & Oral Language 

Teach oral language skills 

 Phonological awareness/phonemic 
processing 

Word functions within the context of 
sentences 

 Explicit language expression 

 Practice with vocabulary terms and flexible 
knowledge of terms 

Example: Learning about the 
Structure of Language 

Wallace, Jones, Levit,  

Summit School Training, 2009 

 

Fabulous Word Features! 
 

Category 

    

To what group does this 

word belong?  
 

Color/Shape/Size 

    
 

 

Composition 

 
What is it made of? 
 

Components 

 
What are the parts? 

 

Location 

 
Where do we use this? 

 

Function 

 
How is it used? 
 

Accessories 

 
What do we use with this?
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Directions for definition chart 

► Definitions Homework 
► Language Arts 
► Due Wednesday, April 22  
►   
► Fab 4 
►   
►   
► Fill in the seven boxes (word features) next to each word. 
► Decide which of the seven features you would include in a 

good definition, and circle them. 
►   
►   
 

Vocabulary: How to Define a Word (A teacher/student guide) 
 
 

 
Definition Frame                       Think about…. 

Noun  
1. _____ is a person who...  
     word 

2. _____ is a (category name/thing) that… 
     word 

3. _____ is a place where … 
     word 

4. _____ is an idea that…  
    word 

 

►fab 4 strategy 
(category, function, color/shape/size, composition, 

components, location, accessories) 

 

► ______ subject of a sentence 

                  object of a sentence 

 

Verb  

______ is a verb meaning to (“action” synonym) 
      word 

►action (physical/mental) 

 

►/\/\/\/\ 

Adverb 
 
adds to the verb 

 

_____ is an adverb meaning to do 
   word 

 something (“how” “when” “where” or “why” synonym) 

►how (manner), when, where, why 

 

► 

Adjective 
 
describes a noun 

 

_____ is an adjective meaning (“descriptive”  
    word 

synonym) 

►describing 
     physical, personality, number, ownership  

       

► 
© The Summit School/OL/Levit 
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Name:  ___________________________________  Date:  __________ 
 

Visualizing/Verbalizing Activity 

 

Circle the level you’re working on:  Word  --  Sentence  --   Paragraph  --  Page 

 

Choose ______ helper words and fill in the boxes accordingly. 

 

What   

 

 

 

 

Movement 

Size 

 

 

 

 

Mood   

Color   

 

 

 

 

Background 

Number  

 

 

 

 

Perspective 

Shape  

 

 

 

 

When   

Where   

 

 

 

 

Sound  

Motion Detectors   
                     Materials: separate cards, each with a word, phrase, or concept shown on it    

Class size: 8 or more 
 

►You will be given a card with a word, phrase, or concept.  Display it by holding 
it or tape it to you shirt (Follow your teacher’s directions).   

 
►You will look for another student who holds a card that can be paired with 
your own.  When you find a partner,  stand next to each other. 

 
►Each person in your pair will state the information on the card.  Then, you or 
your partner will be asked to explain the relationship between the two words, 
phrases, or concepts. 

 
►The class decides if the relationship is legitimate. (thumbs up/down) 
 
►You may be asked to roam the room again to find a new pairing that makes 
sense.  You will be asked to explain a new relationship. 

 
 Source:  From Way to GROW by Debbie Hisam & Linda Seth        Compiled by Oral language 

 

 

 

DIAGRAMMING SYMBOLS 
 

   = subject / noun = person, place, thing, idea 

 

  =    predicate / verb / action   

 

= describing word  = color, number, size, feel 

 

 

    = predicate expander = where, when, why, how 

 

 

   = predicate expander = who and what 

 



  

          Framing Your Thoughts 
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Executive Function and Academic 
Content Learning 

►Written language 
 Restricted productivity 

►Sentence fluency 

►Embellishment 

 Resistance to writing 

 Restricted vocabulary usage 

 Weak organization 

 Weak initiation of task 
►Difficulty selecting specific topic 

►Difficulty knowing where to begin 

 

 

Comparing/contra

sting 

Sequencing 

Name: __________________________________ Date: ___________ 

 

Lower School Writing Prompt 

 

 
Background 

Knowledge 

Mothers are very important people in our lives.  In the United 

States, Mother’s Day is traditionally celebrated on the second 

Sunday in May.  On this day, we celebrate and honor 

motherhood and the positive contributions of moms. 

Skills 

 

We will use the step-by-step writing process called EmPOWER. 

Resources 

 

Framing Your Thoughts starter words, Phono-Graphix chart, 

Brain Frame poster, EmPOWER station, teachers 

Directions 

 

Write a paragraph describing why you love your mom and what 

makes her special.  Tell why she is such an important person in 

your life. 

Thought 

Bubble 

 

What does your mother do for you every day?  How does she 

make your life better? What special qualities do you admire in 

your mother? 

Predicate expanders and describers will help you expand and 

add details to    your writing.  

 

 

why, where, 

when, how 

Looks/physical, 

ownership, number, 

behavior  
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Elaborated Paragraph for EmPOWER 
 Topic sentence:  a fact or opinion that you will discuss and prove: 

 ____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

FRED:   ____________________________________________________________ 

Say more: ___________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

FRED:   ____________________________________________________________ 

Say more: ___________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

FRED:   ____________________________________________________________ 

Say more: ___________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

FRED:   ____________________________________________________________ 

Say more: ___________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

So What? ___________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 Creating a Structured Assignment 

To think about when creating an assignment: 
► Is the student writing for a meaningful purpose? What is that? 
► What cognitive-linguistic skills are being targeted? 
► What works about the way the assignment is written? 
► What is potentially confusing 
► Try to keep to one page maximum 
 

Elements for a good assignment   
► Title of the assignment 
► Background; setting the stage 
► The prompt or directions 
► The “Take-away”    (what you will accomplished or insight from doing the task) 
► Grading Criteria  (BOLD) 
► Key deadlines 
 
Optional:  Show this assignment to your parent and have them sign below to show that they 

are informed about your work. 
► _______________________________________________________________ 
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Name:  __________________   Date:  _________ 

Announcements 
A sentence that pretends to be a good topic sentence but 

isn’t because it simply announces a topic without saying 

anything interesting. 
 
Prompt: Describe your bike so a friend can picture it. 
 
Now I will tell you about my bike. 

 

This is about my bike. 

 

I want you to know all about my bike. 

 

Here is what my bike looks like. 

 

Here you will learn about my bike. 

 

 

************************************************* 

 

BETTER CHOICES: 

 

My bike is the best looking bike in my neighborhood. 

 

My bike is awesome.   

 

My bike is ugly but it still works. 

 

My bike is cool. 

Executive Function and Academic 
Content Learning 

►Math 

 Weak math fact automaticity 

 Weak ability to remember multi step 
calculations 

 Weak ability to solve word problems, especially 
multi step problems 

 Weak calendar skills (knowledge of self in time) 

 Weak ability to recall algorithms, formulae 

 

 
Executive Functioning & Math 

 
►Teach procedures after concepts are taught and 

internalized 

► Present math operations within a relevant, real-life 
context and with manipulatives so students can 
see, touch, manipulate, represent the language of 
math 
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